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Library Vandals

By THOMAS POWERS.

HEYTRE my books just as

much as yours; booka be-

long to the people, that's

they were written for and the

who wrote "emn would be the first

my they wanted me or anybody

could get any benefit from their
to have them.”

With such sophistry a young me-

met the charge that he had

: stealing books from the New

Publle Library for more than
years. By means of'a series
cards lssued to fletitious names he
acquired a working lbrary of
own, and when a goliceman fol-
him to his home and caught
“with the goods,” he seemed but
Bttle dismayed.

“I'm a mechanlc,” said be, “and I
meéan to be an inventor. [ needed the
Belp these bocks could give and 1 did
Bot have money to buy ‘them.
Enowledge belongs to everybody and
Bobody can steal L™

The speeific complaint under which
be was arraigned In court was the
theft of one book, Bergson's “Crea-

@sked the ambitious seeker after
knowledze If he did not agree that
#his living author had some rights in
Bbis work, that is, If he did not de-
Serve a royalty payment on all cop-
fes s0ld His answer was singular.
“No," said he, “that notion Is all
wrong. If Bergson hadn't discovered
fhese things somebody else would.
He was just a messenger to bring
mew ideas to the peopla™
“And do you also think that if
Bhakespears had mot written ‘King
Lear. body else ld have|
Wwritten it™ queried the magistrute

“Bure thing,” said the ambilious
Young man.

Although he produced witnesses to
that he was of good character.
quietly, studied by himself and

went to night classes, thers was
®Bothing to do but to send him to the
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be dropped a pencil and stooped to

length of thme in it= existence as a

pick itup. The attitude he d
plainly revealed to an attendant the
outlines of a book.

That attendant said nothing at the
time but he remembered the name
on the card and reported the matter
to Mr. Lydenberg, in charge of the
general reference department. Eras-
tus, meanwhile, went on his way as
bhe had done a hundred tmes before

But when he was leaving the read-
irg room en a subsequent expedi-
tion he was asked to descend to the
catalogue room on the second floor
of the building and there requested

to remove his coat. He refused to
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thing he said to |
to beg the loan of a |

books to read while he
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us Brugge = 24 years oid and
® in the world He is like Lord
lam in this respect that bhe con-
#lders all human knowledge to be
Bis province. Also like Queen Eliza-
Beth's Chief Justice, unless history
maligris that person, Erastus Brugge
§s lacking In a certain moral distine-
tlon between what is mine and what
§s thine. He exhibited this obliquity
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books without observing the formali- ;
ty of baving the titles entered on a
eard with the promise to return
them at the expiration of two weeks.

Commonly wholesale theft of
.aol‘mver.\_rotumes in a particular

| do =0 but the coat was removed just
1the same and in the secret pocket

a bock of blography, embellished
with valuable steel engravings, and
long out of print, was turned up.

Erastus was surprised. He turned
pale and said he ecouldn’'t account
for the book being found there un-
lees it was due to black magic. He
was quite at a Joss, too, to account
for the thirty other volumes found
in his little room on the far East
Side. Finally he burst Into tears
and confessed that he had “"borrowed
the books indefinitely in order to
broaden his education™

Tears, as a rule, accompany a con-
fession of book stealing in that am-
easy catalogue chamber where
scarvely a week passes without a
suspect being examined The offi-
cials of the Library are slow to turn
the suspect over to the law unless
there is a clear case against him of

Subject and by consulting data filed |
In the circulation room and ouur]

protracted and deliberate stealing.
Besides the obvious reason fer

@ata held in the general reading  clemency toward first offenders,
Poom it |= pot difficult to narrow sus- | there are otherss A good one i= that
Picion to include but a few readers E often a Magistrate before whom the
@nd by observing these the thief may | petty thief is brought dismisses him
e found out. with a reprimand. In the Brugge
But Brugge was interssted In art | case clemency would have been mis-
@8 well as science, and Indeed even | placed and the parallel between him
#ncluded music in the cathelicity of [and Lord Verulam stops short
taste, as was shown when the | Bacon's p t was banish
were finally recovered, for | to his own estate, but Brugge got a

@iey included two valuable opera | year in the penitentiary.
@cores. The Stone Age, the Binstein | por  tricks  that

are vain the

Theory, the Elimination of the Eldo- |
fon are a few of the flelds where his |
surionity wandered. Authors as dif- |

thieves of the public librarv are pe-
cullar, In eountless ways they seck
te circumvent the watchfulness of

ferent as Froude and Benedetto |

¢ Ectading to b custodian and guardian and only In

) the long run are their tricks really
Finally tha method used by Brugxei “vain” New wrinkles in petty

:c:n;t“m:y u‘:’m:‘ mc:‘;‘:-mma:ig:?l Ehistury Bash A5 ST wisder the Biad
it was simplicity itself. He-p\ , | of mutilation are constantly being
® card and after loading up with a tried and for a time these succeed;
Yolume or two in the reading reom | > |°PEth suspicion heightens into
on the top floor it was his custom | o' WY and the perpetrator is
#o descend to the circulation depart- ha?lled up and confronted with the
muent, turn in a piece of light fiction | “V19¢P¢® agalnst him.
gnd choose another. ‘These trivial| "It 8 an old story,” esaid Harry
Books, safd Mr. Brugge when he | M. Lydenberg, whe as of the
Pnally made his confession, he never | Zeneral reference departmént, hears
gead but used for a blind. He would 2nd paeses on the different phases
show them to the guard at the door, of this sort of delinquency, “and
wpeceive his ~all correet, sir,” bow po- | only in the originality sometimes
Btely and pass out displayed by the thieves is there to

Arrived at his little back room | be detected a kind of novelty. The
Erastos had only te take off his| library has to deal with the grossly
eoat and remove from & voluminous Ignorant who misapprehend, with
pocket he had sewed in th: middle the erdinary ahd extraordinary thief,
of the rear of the garment a quite with the willful depredator who com-
@ifferent kind of book, which l.hci mits an evil deed from pure (or im-
Bbrary might long lock for and mot | pure) meanness, and with the crim-
inal insane.

*In the years since the war the
Uibrary has suffered more from these
persons than In any corresponding
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going
street

triune foundation. But, as 1 said
the only new thing= about thefts and
mutilation and defacements of books
are offersd by the enemy.

“Book thieves are not the worst or
commonest of what we ecall the
‘enemy”’ that we have to guard our
treasure against Many of these
persons are quite sincere, or may be,
in thinking they are entitled to
knowledge, however acquired, but
there can be no excuse for the muti-
lators of books. What they do can-
not be laid to misapprehension er

'Thpse persons Infest every de-
partment of the library. They are
cunning and too often get away with
a long extract, sometimes a complete
chapter out of some book of which
we have but one copy, or a unique il-
lustration, or indeed with anything
they covet. In the Geneological room
a reader sees a crest that would o,

he thinks, nicely for his ewn family.

There is only pne way, he thinks, he
can get it so he mautilates a costly
book.

"Malicious mischief is responsible

for many nutﬂatﬁhs. and for other
destructive things done to books.
It would surprise you te learn how
many persons who frequent the réad-
ing room, underline page after page
of a book and write their empty
locubrations in the margina The
mutilators have to supply an instru-
ment which the guardians cannot
easily detect; a favorite one is a
safety razor blade, but all the de-
facers of books need Is a peacil.
“When we caich a matilator *red
handed" we bave a case to refer to
the law but we handle the defacer

ourselves. We take him to the cuta-

The rotunda in the New York Public Library.

logue chamber and make him rub
out and clean wp the marks of his
mischief, As he bas to do this under
the eyes of & score of clerks gener-
ally his humiliation is-extreme and
punishment enough. W fecl pretty
sure that he won't d> It again.™
There Is the casy of a college boy
who aspired to be a playwright, and
to fit himself for that profession he

stole from the coiections 38 volumes
dealing with acting, writing and
criticlam, When these were found
hidden In odd places abou: hls home

they had been cut up and arranged
in groups under separates heads, as
The Scenario, The Motive, The Pro-
tagonist, etc.—a complets system of
his own. When he confessed he eaid
_that he had made great progress In
his chosen art and internded as n
as .his first play should be accepted
to repay In full for the instruetion
it had unwittingly afforded him., It
may be added that five of the stolen
volumes were so rare and so highly
valued by the library taat it refused
to lend them and how the ambitious
embryo dramatist got them out of the
bulding is still a mystery.

“Thefts, mutilations, defacements
are constantly geing on in all depart-
ments,” remarked Mr. Lydenberg,
“and ungér the first head we include
borrowings under misapprehension.
It takes some time for us to discover
that a book is really missing, Some-
times when it is reported so we find
it on a wrong shelf after diligent
search. Sometimes a book will be re-
turned after it has been kept out a
month or longer. Such a book was
borrowed by eomebody who did not
know that a record ought te have
been made of it. A book was re-
cently returned to the Astor Founda-
tion that was taken from the old
lihrary In Astor place sixty years
ago.

“As I sald, all departments are In
a measure looted, but the greatest
loss occurs in reference werks and
pamphiets baving to do with busi-
ness information, statistics and con-
ditions. A pamphlet is easily dropped
into a pocket and carried off and, of
course, there are 100 individuals who
find wse for a business manual to one
who would like to earry off a volume
by Benedetto Croce.”

A queer contempt fer books is, in
the opinion of the librarians, at the
bottom: of a desire to mark them up
or otherwise deface them. It begins,
they say, with school books. Even a
cursory examination of the text
books furnished to the children of
the public schools by the Beoard of
Education shows that this kind of
mischief often begins early. From
writing silly rhymes and scrawl!s and
would-be facetious sayitge in the
school books the babit grows, and
when as older readers they advan-
tage ihemselves of this library's
greal opportunity they seem umable
to restrain the impulse to deface.

An Impromptu Seance

Continued from Preceding Page.

istence, I think. I am not a book
learned or college bred person, you
know . . . Just a reinotely rural
old maid . . whes=e neighbor-
hood friends are very kind to her, to
be sure . . . Dbut when I was a
child, I found I had the second
sight—" )

*“I =heuld say that these messages
transmitted through you prove you
are a medium.”

“Thank you. ~But, as 1 have said,
1 never have been developed And
the work tires me ocut. It s very,
very exhausting . . . I — have
not been Inviting this experience, I
assure youw—and--I—can't quite—
understand—Norah?—0h, yes, yes,
yes, ma'am »

Her volce became feeble. Bhe fell
back Imn her chair., Her eves glazed
—then clostd, Her face was gray-
ish white. The color left her lips.
She appeared to be dead . . . 1
was scared; and omly became reas-
sured when a new feminine volee, in
a slightly foreign accent, began to
talk to me about music.

The commumicator expressed anx-
lety T should knew she was "“asso-
ciated with sirging.” thanked me for
my interest in psychic research, and
advised me to go ahead with my
plans, for I was on the right path.
This Bibyiline uiterance smacked of
“fortune telling,” but far from me be
it to asperse or derogate a psychie
wirsleas, ., ., .

Tha sender spoke English with
a quaint, faint foreign aceent and
droll lttle speech twisisa | cut in to
ask the name of the lady and was
agreeably thrilled (although not sur-

prised; T was beyond that) when she |

told me she was Parepa Rosa “l am

ver' glad this gentleman 8 here
now,” says Mme. Rosa (Gentleman
bowa Always be polite to spirits

You never can tell when yvon may be
shucked yourself, you know; and it
is prudent and pelitie to bhave a
stand in.)

to ask him to give you information
about me. It was your interest in
music that attracted me to you. This
little one” (eommunicator now ad-
dresses me)—"is anxious to go on in
music amd she shall have her wish,
= + + You will tell her about me,
please.”
diumship was ended abruptly.
Haggard and worn, she said in her
own voice:  “That was Parepa Rosa,
I generally know when
she comes, just as I know when my

wasn't it?

| sister comes. She has a queer name,

hasn't she? 1 have been calling her
Rosa, and have been lmagining her
to be young and girlish; for she be-
haves young. She |s humorous and
fond of fun, and has played practical
jokes en me—such as hiding things,”

Only very oid timera In musical

affairs remember Parepa Rosa. She
has been dead for forty-cight years. |

Her blography, however, is in all the
standard reference works,

Mizs Parepa, them a celebrated
operatic soprano, at New York in
1867 met and married Carl Ro=a, im-
presario; founder of the Carl Rosa
Opera Company, Mme. Parepa Rosa
died in 1874; and in memory of her
Carl Rosa founded and endowed a
Parepa Rosa scholarship at the Roy-
al Academy of Music in London,
England.

Outside of her psychical experi-

ence the Vermont amateur ml:-djumi

in her secluded home, away off the
beaten track, and in her extremely

restricted physical life knew nothing |
i g‘“lﬂnk you, Oneonta,” said L"

about Parepa Rosa, and had no ordi-

nary means of knowing anything or|
|ence had an infurious er exhausting

hearing anything ahout Parepn Hosa.
She had, however, an intense interest
in musie, along with a constant re-
gret that her own veeal talent, whieh
was considerable, had not been edu-
catedd, cultivated and publicly used.
These circumstances faintly Humi-
nate but do not brightly expiain an
ineident in “communication™ which,
heyond reasonable doubt, gpresents
features of extraordinary interest,
Recalling that Miss Blank had

“He will tell you about me. I want /stated the disembodied Indian, Ome-

My friend's spell of me- |

onta, had saved a human life, 1 asked
[ for deails,

“Yes. His intervention prevented
| & housebuilding workman {rom being

killed. This happened not very long
| ago.™

| “I understand you o say thAt
;e\'eu althouzh you knew the man
| eould not be ended, or killed, In the
ordinary sense of the word, you did
not want him te be apparently
killed.”™

“Certainly not. He was wnot ready
|to go. His education in his preszent
earth life was not completed. Inter-
| rupted terms of existence are not
salisfactory. A person, cut off un-
timely, may have to come baek and
begin all over again. The man to
whom I have referred waa busy on a
high structure with some other men.
While I was walking down the street
I was watching them. Againsi the
building under construction was a
shed, or leanto. . . . A man
suddenly lost footing or balanee and
fell—to certain death, aceordivg to
appearances,

**‘Oh, Oneonta, save him, save him,
Den't let that man be killed.' | eried,
In great distress,

“Down came the man—gently—to
the shelving shed roof, rolled off it,
and landed, gently, on a rubbish
li:gp.
| “Something had broken his fall
i 3 I knew what—I knew who—

had caught him, and ‘Oh, thank you,

My friend's “mediumistic” experi-

physical effect. Bhe was in bed for
a week, il with what the physician
who attended her deseribed as a ner-
vous collapse. He told me he had
Enown bher for twenty-five years;
that she is an unusual character, re-
markably strenuous and energetic in
spite of severe sicknesses; “'a wonder
for her age,/’—and that she must
have Leen overdoing.

T agreed with him, without enter-
ing intq descriptive detailm




